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A RAINBOW OF FRIENDS







1st Comenius Meeting held in Gran Canaria – Las Palmas 

· Delegates arrived 31st October – 1st November 2011

· Group met for the first time 7.30pm 1st November 2011

Wednesday 2nd November 2011
Tour of the school and visiting children in classrooms.

Will revise objectives for the project.
All co-ordinators must be contactable

Presentations in alphabetical order

1. Belgium – on Prezi – area called Riemst

2. Bulgaria – 500 students in secondary school, Sliven

3. England – 200 students in London, Vauxhall

4. Ireland – Dundalk, between Belfast and Dublin
5. Italy – 950 students, 140 teachers in Rome

6. Lithuana – Near Lake Mastis in Telsiai
Excursion to Vaguetta -  Old Town

Start back in school 9am tomorrow morning, collect from the hotel at 8.30am

Thursday 3rd November 2011

Presentations in alphabetical order

7. Poland – 303 students, 26 teachers, Silesia in Katowice

8. Romania – 194 students

9. Scotland – 194 students in St. Sylvester in Elgin, Moray

10. Turkey – 2300 students in Istanbul, Esenler

11. No presentation from Gran Canaria

· Dedicate longer to each value i.e.: ‘Gratitude’ – didactic topic plans i.e.: 1 month – beginning of November to the end of November. Italy suggested wider topic. England proposed ‘Good Manners’

· Angela explained the theme of Gratitude; linked to everything. Suggested can link and separate values.

· Include how many weeks spent on each value on the plans

· Belgium suggested asking the children what they would like to study.

· Agreed 3 values to focus on before the next meeting in Feb and all countries to present a power point / Prezi on what they have been doing. 

· VALUES AGREED: 

1 – GRATITUDE

2 – GENEROSITY

3 – GOOD MANNERS
· Group to agree topic/lesson plan format – groups discussed examples shown by Gran Canaria, England and Italy. 

· AGREED to use the Gran Canaria format for the topic web. Angela to email to everyone. One to be completed and presented for each value at the next meeting.
· Key competencies are on the Comenius website

· Discussed a Comenius logo – perhaps the children could design a logo and each country to bring the best one to discuss at the next meeting.

· Who to host the next meeting will be discussed and agreed tomorrow.

· Italy agreed to design and upload work on a Comenius website

· Belgium suggested sharing photographs on PICASA site and will show delegates how to access this tomorrow

· The RAINBOWS performed ‘The Rainbow Song’ Live!

· The Rainbow SONG WORDS

	We are one big:

Rainbow family

Teachers family

Happy family

We are one big

Comenius family

Friendship never ends…



	He is my brother

She is my sister

We’re all friends together

A rainbow of friends
	We are one big:

Rainbow family

Teachers family

Happy family

We are one big

Comenius family

Friendship never ends…




Excursion to the South of the island including market town, museums, sand dunes and shopping centre.

Friday 4th November 2011

· Angela to email a questionnaire on enjoyment of the trip to be returned by email

· Discussion on who to host the next meeting. Noted no school in Spain 20-27th Feb. Clarified need for 3 days for a meeting although can stay at the location for up to 6 days.
· Only Bulgaria willing to host next meeting. Voting system for who to host the 3rd meeting as many countries willing; including Scotland, Ireland, Belgium, Turkey, Romania and Italy.

· AGREED 

· 2nd Meeting

· 5th-7th March 2012 – BULGARIA 

· 3rd Meeting

· 28th – 30th May 2012 - SCOTLAND 

· Work on the values agreed GRATITUDE, GENEROSITY and GOOD MANNERS to present at the 2nd meeting.

· Can prepare and play the Rainbow song with instruments from your own country, in their own way.

· All co-ordinators to keep own copy of your projects. It is important for co-ordinators to attend all meetings. 
· Gave certificates of attendance to all countries

· Ensure you disseminate and promote the project to

· Local communities

· Parents

· Children

· Staff

· School presentation of singing, dancing and wrestling to the project delegates. Delegates danced and wrestled!

· Belgium presented Picasa – go to Google, more, Picasa
· Download Picasa – always choose the top – only my documents pictures – continue choose everything

· Set up a school account, can use your own email address

· Italy agreed to include the links on the Comenius website

· 680 pixels are enough then can add more pictures. 1 MB max space allocated.

· Can edit, straighten and crop etc within Picasa. Click control and choose individual photos, then upload pictures – the icon is at the bottom of the screen

· Brief discussion led by Leo – Belgium on the story of Alacino (apologies as not sure of the spelling of this ) (poor child who has no clothes and all the other children give him a patch from their own clothes to cloth him) – Good story to use for values.

· BULGARIA TRIP

· Fly to Sofia airport and stay one night in Sofia, delegates to meet Bulgaria delegates to assist in 4 hour bus journey to school in Slevin the following day

· Specifics to be clarified before the trip

· Discussed trip to see Sofia – will be clarified by Bulgaria
AGREED ACTIONS FROM THE FIRST MEETING 

	ACTION
	WHO
	BY WHEN

	3 topic plans completed on each value – Gratitude, Generosity and Good Manners
	Co-ordinators
	Present at next meeting 5th March  2012

	Power points showing work covered on each of the above values 
	Co-ordinators
	Present at next meeting 5th March 2012

	England to complete minutes from the meetings and email to Angela to be disseminated
	England – Lucy and Sally
	11th November 2011

	Email to all countries

· topic plans format (blank and completed example)

· project key competencies

· minutes from meeting

· enjoyment school questionnaire
	Angela
	18th November 2011

	Design a rainbow of friends logo to bring to the next meeting
	Co-ordinators 
	5th March 2012

	Design and upload a Comenius website 
	Italy
	5th March 2012

	Get Parental permission for educational promotion of the Comenius projects
	Co-ordinators 
	5th March 2012

	Inform your National Agency that Wales is not in the project
	Co-ordinators 
	5th March 2012

	Children to prepare ‘Rainbow Family’ song in own style of their country / instruments – bring recording to the next meeting 
	Co-ordinators
	5th March 2012

	Promote Comenius project to

*local authority

*parents

*children
	Co-ordinators
	5th March 2012 and then on going until the end of the project

	Email Angela to clarify contact details 
	Co-ordinators
	18th November 2011

	Email questionnaire back to Angela 
	All who attended the 1st meeting 
	25th November 2011

	Read project objectives and keep a copy of all your own projects
	Co-ordinators
	5th March 2012 and then on going until the end of the project
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Minutes completed by Lucy and Sally: England 
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